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PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


July 18, 1946 


Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, USA 
Director, National Intelligence Authority 
New War Department Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Vandenberg: 

I have had a word with Senator McMahon and also 
with Representative Baldwin. Both expressed whole¬ 
hearted and, indeed, enthusiastic interest and both 
have promised to see to it that the child does not get 
lost, strayed or stolen in the shuffle attending the 
end of the session. 

I enclose herewith, for your private information. 
copies of the letters which I have written these 
gentlemen confirming and amplifying the conversations 
I had with them. 


I think you may be reasonably certain that when 
you get the baby launched in the great world, his 
first toddling steps will be guided by friendly hands. 
My best wishes to you - which really means no more than 
that I wish success and safety to the United States. 

I shall hope to hear when I return that you are in 
business, and look forward to seeing you again in 
September. 

Best personal regards. 


GFE/mb 
encs. 


Sincerely yours, 
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July 18, 1946 


Senator Brian McMahon ^ j’. , > 

United States Senate 
Washington* D. C. 

i ?te cue Ci^rr?prc-r. x:o yocr; a<*; " ‘ • r . . 

Dear Senator McMahon* . 

oc This is Just to.recapitulate the situation regarding the 
national Intelligence .Authority which is, as you know, under the 
direction of $fc»rffe2L Boyt fi. yandenberg, 6# 6* Army, ' 

This Authority was supposed to be takw* care of by Section' 

202 of Sio2044 "* the. so-called *erger bill, whloh definitely es¬ 
tablishes it a# an agency under the supervision of the Council, 
of Common Defense. (In this bill, as it is presently drawn, it 
is called the Central Intelligence Agency.) 

r. r Meanwhile, the Authority.is operating under the Executive 
Order of the President# vhp set #p;to-control it a>board eon- . 
stating of the Secretaries-ofState. War And Kavy. It is operated 
by funds contributed frop the budgets of.these Departments. It 
has4:no budget of its own, and as you-can,see, it is extreiely dif.- 
flohlt.for the Director to engage and train permanent personnel 6t 
to sake definite plana for carrying on its Work,'which, to ay mind, 
is absolutely essential toi the. security of the United States.. 

C l r- V. ' ••• 1 . : . • r - • • . . \ ! .. 

It now appears that 8., 2044 has T ho chance of passage at this 
ssssipn. end* therefore^ the Cppnefl of’Common Defence will hot: come 
Into beingvfbis;*411 letyp-the National Intelligence Authority 
rightxwhere, itrls: now,;ujilese enabling legislation’ is pssssg bar ... 
the Congress giving it a legal status and Its own budget* s‘6 that 
ggu©aj»gpt sy.with it# piork* this need, it Is my under¬ 

standing that ar bill-is being prepared in, the Eyf cut iye 0 of floes 
gAd^srlilf beclntyeducsd sipultsyeieusly in both housesJin. thy nope 
that it. nay be passed and beobneslaw before this session of. Cott T 
grass sndf.j v I have,.reason te■ believe that this bill was. in' course 
eft preparation oh^ Tttesdsy'Sftefhoon when I talked to you about' the 
natter, - but' 1. do not know how soon it will be sent’ up to the Chill". 

^ I; am a little anxious about the fate of this legislation be- 
ceuse It. Is; t matter in jrhichvthe ConmitteeA on Foreign'Affairs, 
Military Affairs and Naval Affairs might all have a legitimate in¬ 
terest and unless the bill has a watchful friend who is looking 
after its welfare, it might very well get lost in the shuffle at 
gb* SM1 jot tfaw session and thus.leave our national intelligence,. 





Feaator McMahon 
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sadly* crippled until next February r ‘X : think this woi&d ^e^voir i 
close jto disastrous iii view of the "present international situation 
with which you are, of course, as fully conversant as I am. 
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ttWfwfdr# Teyy .hapWf she** you said you jjould look after-this hill 

^hS*'vkfttTmsc»o£0^: k t%^H,Mii>%|^f d l .ij4«uhtjr^ty. 55.tfh x *ttta% 


«rw*kpQt»»\ J^veMkadJ*** 
derqwfcgrt jiievjc^tt pina/Afcooa rtfcf JkftSfel 

kepejrod will fiafj^ofas «*& 
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Demesnetie eide^of w &ou£* af jwf 

fpe COL’?l€53 SjAytjg Tp 9 jsgwj 3^W£09 wuq , ___ 

l T«pfI .eeaaot «ophasise ;t^o ?utfafotJf ft uri 
iufosiaTBenth**7ti*trin r ttnif# ouf-eoBtral intelJ _ _ . 

fwaotioning.. rlheyej art>^ lot- qJf jholescin Oul^inform^ioh ^hd^V'^ 
the rest, of the ,worl^ .that •nee^-iillihg in* inis requires fitfst- 
class men who are not going to he attracted 


to 


requj 
this sort of wdrk 


on eptemporety^hasiif-jla any case,,as you know, the,-government 
oennojfc©payT,filetief :iha|cfiil;.^petg with private industry.. Xh< 
oakyjrai.thet- aeo^caackeraold .oa%3U9h J$b? If,through th|;knbwl#d 
that they can serfe^th*i.®nited-8tate»'lQi* a eonsid* ruble.-period 
tlmq and be.pf;reilqusgrto theiy country. 1 uAdefstand"that it is 
Qfneral Vgndaabergla;hope >tq atjraot to,the service of the,.,intelli- 
genee authority a . very >high tops el htoilish^persooaei, .jbJoh -ijieiAs 
to be well; i« accord, witbifjrigefCfc^bf -infi yhu an4 0 l t*I»«<i 
over the other night, this is a policy which^ in iny opinion,de~ 
servepjthevsupport-Of the,pf$>plo„and-th§ Congress of this country. 

: ' \ C^- :r -f ju i ' 7 / : ' c *' • :* - - ? • . * ▼ ,«> 

+-.-jiMrei pilot end lewill-lohg jr e$e *ber *,jpu?, klntfn e§§ ; In, .helping 

Ut3to:.s#eum<o«d aoce»aodetienfc«h.-m T »irgiaHp^SLf?i! , W 

the deJti|htfui:cyehin*'-we7Spehtawith. you an^ kps, j2ea*£oft v .par Lipnday 
last. I hope that your own legislation gets through satisfactorily 
witheths^ elimination aJSS^K^t^shich the House 

CwnnittpeT had: to' wri te? ip to vjjfili:? strike another bloy^ln this 

good oan*e, r before Jo leaver the; Bpitydo 8ie ^ 1 ^ f ;c ' 


.fith<:all... best^wishes from both of us to you and your charming 
wife and daughter and looking forward to seeing you all when we 

return^ in ko^-' 

nnpfeq gp«r.C6 3 r-sijvp© 

'■..srjsfot. bl? ** 1 ,^c 3?}jou . 8incerely yours. 


GFE/mb 


vn-- T9* m? 

George Fielding Eliot 




cc: General Vandtuberg 



: o. 18, 1946 


Hon. Joseph Clark Baldwin 
House of Representatives 

Washington, D. C. ;.oa-.-r -* 

Pear Hr 6 - Baldwin! *! f t : • 

This is just to recapitulate the situation regarding the 
Rational Intelligence Authority which is, as you know, under 

th«. direction of Lt. Cpn,, Hoyt 6* Vandenberg, p, 8, Amy, 

Thip-Authority was supposed,to be taken ogre of by Beotipn 
£02 of 6. 2G44 - the. so-called merger bill, w^ich definitely es¬ 
tablishes It as. an agency u^der the supervision of th® Council 
of Common Defense* < : \tn this bill, as ft ^s presently drawn, it 
is called the Central Intelligence Agency*) • 

• n .. • • , . c r.; f . :,r.. , : 

; Meanwhile, the Authority is operating yipder the Executive 
Order of the President, who^hag.get up to control it,a board 
consisting pf thg Secretaries of state, War and Kgvy. It is 
operated by funds contributed from the budgets of these Depart¬ 
ments. It has no budget of its own, and as you can see, it is 
extremely; dlfficuitoforjth® Director to angagw andotr^iuiperm , i • 
manent personnel or to, make, definite plaosifpr carrying on its. 
work, , which, to my mind,, £s, absolutely essential to t^e ; (security 
of. the United States. - -. 

4 . " T ‘ * v ' ' • ■ r, 

j_.Itynow appears that. S, 2044 bps no ohaeee. of passage at.this 
session, end. therefore the Cornell of Common Defense^ will not come 
into.being., this will, leave, the Rational Intelligence Authority 
riiht Jw h*re.it l«,npw, unices enabling le*Ulet£on is pasted by 
the Cpngreaepglvipg«it<.a^legaUftttUs. and. He f own budget so- that 
lt can get on with its work. To meet this need, lt is my under- 
Standingjthat a bill 1 is being preparedin t the Executive offices 
kndrwill oe;;introduced simultaneously inrbofeh houses, in the. hope 
that it^may: b#;P®P*?d and become law before tbif eesglon of Con¬ 
gress ends .7 I have reason to .bpi 1 eve,,that this^blil-was in course 
of„preparation, when I talked to-you about the-matter, but I.dp 
not know how .soon it. will be,gent up to the "hill** 

:y,rr.:i am a. little anxious about'the fate of this legislation 
because it is a matter in which the Committees on Foreign Af¬ 
fairs, Military Affairs and Naval Affairs might all have a legit¬ 
imate interest and unless the bill has a watchful friend who is 
loekingi^after its welfare, it-wight very well get lost in the 
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shuffle at the,end pf.the session f ei&djtbus : ie^ye^ow: nattybaJL, 
Intelligence'sadly crippled until next February• 1 think this 

wopldbe veryolose-tordlsaftreuf in yiewpf^thejpresent inter- 
n^tlonaljueitttation w^thcfwhlehripomohrefobf poureei as»fully rcpa- 
▼•raantuat ♦ 1 #Qr a! was - therefor? yv,*?y rb*ppy ? dfh«a ry?u ^ 0 * ld w yon* t - * 
would rlook after this bill and.do ^wha^ wif., possible-to-gei; itc.p- 
pa$se4*; I, douhtovecyaauch jthat^therf will .b« any greet pppo&iK- 
‘ to-it» ^ - * r 


tion 


pxpept rfrem the rusuwlietackpot e w 
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fi'e qI -cannot emphasise teoi.stro^glyttbe great^urgency ?f not*. . 
losing pix months' time Tin getting our central, intelligence;. 
agency*, functioning. There, arp;a iot of hoiep in 7 our infpyjaatipn 
about ;the. rept,of v the worldctbat;he»d-fiiling ,ih. , f Thi»Tre<iuice». 
first^plaes sen who are.:not goipg^to be extracted to this spry 
of work on a temporary basis. In any case, as you know, the 
government. cannpt pay salaries that v/ill compete with private 
industry, ;,The only way‘that men-oyiv be sold, on syoh. gobs isi^ , 
through the-knowledge: that thsy-oap serve the. United-btafcps; for 
*;.ponsi 4 »reble:pariod.-of + ti®g:*hdrbe p t real A* 8 e-to ; thfir ( country. 

J: ;• . a j: c.>i ;fi o.;» -:-v~ * 0 AOfr c-'; a 4 •;» - 

'*1 : both Mrs, Eliot and I are very sorry-to have tp leave the 
country; 3 ust. at.the,time when ypur,pplitjLpglffertWBt* are in the 
bglencei ap.we;should;like'tocftay-hererandohelp'rasrferpielfe 
could with the 1 fight in the 17th district* but vmfort^nateiy, we 
must go, leaving behind us nothing more tangible than our best 
wishes for.- vour renominatioa-andrrerelection. In any case, we will 
be back in time to vote for you, -We:are both.particularly annoyed 

1 i -a j_ j V _ - «_. 1 ? j _d . '* * ___L 



has prevailed among the Republican leaders In New York County' 
mtg$#;4ping tbe r greate»t K pftf8iblg,iniU0jLlo £he r fufBB*'Of th* 

f?*yt]Pi, r 'j j; cyj J r . .-’C'-. vne poijA jt>* se a or joiost* mjp-i, 

ItT? ys ^frc(. to j.occtftnjvfo ive ryr.rr?f 7 ov i.t-f.ivcrvt ;. ,7 c 

All good luck to you and I will look forward to seeing you 
fegaln^semeti^ftrla September, 


4 • 

r ■ y \ 

' •* v. 


Sincerely yours, 


GFE/mb 


GEORGE PI El,Pi:*’£ FhlOT^ 
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75 West Street, New York 6, N. 

George Fielding Eliot 
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November 17, 1947 


Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, NY7 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Admiral Hillenkoetter; 

This is a piece I did the other day in which I think you 
may nossibly be interested. 

Best vdshes, and I hooe to see you when I am next in 
Washington. 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ George F. Eliot 


GFE/pec 

(Note; Incl, Article, New York Post, 11/7/47 "Soviet 

Propaganda is comes comic; implications are not." 
retained by Director) 

Distribution: 

Director , 

Exec. Reg. 



Mr, Qeorg* Fielding ELiot 
Wow fork Feat 
75 West Street 
Hot Toxic 6 , W, T. 

Door Mr, Klloti 

Thank 70 a rory aueh for your kind and 
thoughtful lot tor of 21 May. It mi very fin* 
of you to send ae congratulations, and I appreoi- 
at* than a whole lot, I hated to leave Fari* to 
oom task bar*, bat ibis la rally a wy fine 
Job, 

I do hope you will let m knew .when next 
you oom to Washington and will drop, in and wee a#. 

With the rery beet wishes, please believe 
as, 


Distribution} 

00 Bxee. Reg. 

'1 ee Director 
2 ee Central Records 




Sincerely, 



HE* YORK POST 


COPY 


75 West Street - Kew York 6, H. Y. - Whitehall 4-9000 


. ,May 21, 1947 


Rear Mairal R. R. H^llinkoetter,USS 
Central Intelligence Group 
Rev War Department Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Admiral Bfellinkoetteri 

!<•» '—I hay* the very great pleasure of sending you •«?•*'»* *> 
double congratulations in the sane letter - first on your 
pronotion to Rear Admiral and secondly, on your appointment 
an director of the Central Intelligence Group - both of 
which happy occurrences I heard of at the sane tine. Bo 
happier choice could have been made by the powers that be 
in both cases. 

I hope you will find tine to let me cone and see 
you when I an next in Washington. 

Looking forward to nesting you again end with my 
very best wishes for success in your new assignment, I an 

Sincerely yours, 

/■/ 

* ;.G«orge Fielding Eliot 


GFE/nb 
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25 NOV \WI 


Hr. (korgt Raiding *11 ot 
Hew Ioric Post 
75 lost Stmt 
Row York 6, Hew York 



Door Sr, Kliott 


Thank you Tor the lottsr enclosing your article in the Post, 

Beside being perhaps the first ray of sunshine is these fearters 
following a eossshat severs hall atora, it was farther weleo—d for 
the keen grasp you have token of soa* of the ano-H.es of tbs situation. 

However, despite the— ridiculous aspects of this passing stem, 

I can assure yon that we here have taken the whale natter —at 
seriously* I have avoided public rebuttal ef the various Chart—, net 
only in pursuance of our policy of anonymity, but for fear ef owe 
promising both the inrsstigative sou— and &— the identity, and 
perhape future carters, of thoss few individuals. 

Confronted with a total lack ef pr ec eden t in the a—rd— ef this 
authority to terminate a—Icy—nt "in the interest# of the 9* •*", — 
carefully studied all aspects of the probl— before taking eaor action. 

I certainly an not so brash as to eay — ea— to a perfect eolation, 
but — have studiously kept improving the procedure ee — dlseoww—d 
any weaknesses* 

For your off-the-record guidance, I wight point out several errors 
that have crept into so— ef the press reports. Z list th— briefly 

below i 

(1) — did net disai— the— p e— I t before the Bead bearing 
bet, wishing to k— f th— set of the shap watll the wetter 
was else—d up, — did swap—d than — to— tdtb—i pey. 

(Da fete— eae— — will all— th— te ft — leave with 
pay during that period) j 

(2) — did ell— th— te rati— voluntarily end with—t pre¬ 
judice either before or after the Beard bearing end up te 
the tl— that I personally gave ny fi—1 d—isi— te their 
ca— (2ft of the total who we— suspended —signed); 
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(3) the fact that we reinstated fifty p*r oaat of these 
eapleyeee should not be considered an adwlcalon of 
original error* Aotually, I believe it proves that tbs 
hearings given then ware fair sad Unbiased. fit addition, 
and regardless of the Board's ra on s n a nrtstl s n, I per¬ 
sonally studied each ease, before giving sqr decision} 

(t) «e have not been ooadooting a witch bant, either on cor 
own account or through Congr e s s ion a l pressure. ac- 
curity officials spent smiths weeding out theee few 
eases fron the nany others that had been under sons 
suspicion or had been directly accused as security 
risks. As sa exsaple, of one list of 1? persons which 
was given ns by a certain Congressional Cosed.ties, a 
thorough investigation disclosed that only four oould 
bs regarded as possible security risks. Of that four, 
one was reinstated after the hearii^s before the Boers. 

I have nentionsd these few points for your own information only 
and because I know of your into root in end fine support of the Central 
Intelligence Agency during the peat. Oar troubles la this whols aattsr 
were prinoipally bro ugh t about because we were forced to accept the 
FBXB in tote without the usual does security sod personnel screening 
given All candidates for CIA. The clean-up Job is now ecqplstsd and X 
feel that the CIA as a whols can be proud that we have the finest sad 
bob t loyal and enthusiastic body of saployeea in Qovonuaeet. I cer¬ 
tainly wish to keep it that way. 

Again, I appreciated your thoughtfulness in writing and your broad 
view of the problea. Please call we when you coass to toahlngtoc in 
order that we nay have lunch and a talk. 

With bast personal regards. 


ginearsly. 


3&S - SB/ch 


R. B. BXUJMIOBTTHt 
Rear Ada&xwl, U.S.V. 

Director of Central Xntalllganee 


cci Executive Registry 
Director’s file 
Bxec. for IAS 
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COLONEL FRIGHT 


Informat'on. The General has seen thi 



